
 

 

June 1, 2017 

Dear AP Spanish Student, 

I want to welcome you personally to what I hope will be an interesting year of studies in and of Spanish. I 
consider it a privilege to work with you in a language that has the ability to connect us to so many speakers in 
the world. It is this connection and adaptation to speakers of Spanish that we will be fine-tuning during the 
next academic year. 

The ability to speak in another language goes beyond learning vocabulary; it entails an understanding of the 
cultural practices and perspectives of both the speaker and listener. Dr. Lars Perner, Ph.D from the University 
of Southern California has observed that: 

“In English and Northern European languages, there is an emphasis on organization and conciseness. Here, a point is 
made by building up to it through background. An introduction will often foreshadow what is to be said. In Romance 
languages such as Spanish, French, and Portuguese, this style is often considered “boring” and “inelegant.” Detours are 
expected and are considered a sign of class, not of poor organization. In Asian languages, there is often a great deal of 
circularity. Because of concerns about potential loss of face, opinions may not be expressed directly. Instead, speakers 
may hint at ideas or indicate what others have said, waiting for feedback from the other speaker before committing to a 
point of view. Because of differences in values, assumptions, and language structure, it is not possible to meaningfully 
translate “word-for-word” from one language to another. A translator must keep “unspoken understandings” and 
assumptions in mind in translating.” 

Our summer assignment hopes to begin this process of reflecting on the cultures you represent and will be 
interacting with next year.  You are to: 

1. Interview a native Spanish speaker and have them interview you.  Due date is August 11, google drive 
2. Watch 3 Spanish films in Spanish.   
3. Give a summary of the films and your opinion. Due date is August 25 in google drive. 

Any concerns, please email me. 

Hasta pronto, 

Sarah Trujillo Underhill  
sunderhill@southamptonschools.org  
 
PS- Please continue reading the second page for your summer assignment. 



 

 

I. INTERVIEW : Your assignment is to get to know a Spanish speaker. Ideally it should be a speaker that you 
meet through work or leisure activities this summer.  Otherwise, it can be someone that is currently in your 
life. Below are the questions to be use in your interview. You should ask them and then they should ask you.    
1. ¿Cuántos idiomas habla y cómo aprendió cada uno? 
How many languages do you speak and how did you learn them? 
2. ¿Dónde nació y cuánto tiempo llevas en Long Island? 
Where were you born and how is it that you now live on Long Island? 
3. ¿Quién es la persona que más le ha influido en su vida? ¿En qué sentido afectó  su vida? ¿Cuál es su relación con usted ahora? 
Who has been the most influential person in your life? What impact have they had in your life? What is your relationship with 
them now? 
4. ¿Si pudiera hablar con un famoso que ya se ha muerto quién sería? ¿Qué le preguntaría? 
If you could speak to a famous person who has already passed away who would it be?  What would you ask them? 
5. ¿Si tuviera una reserve interminable de comida, qué sería? 
If you could have an endless supply of any food, what would you get? 
6. ¿Si le mandaron a vivir a una estación por tres meses y sólo puede llevar tres objetos personales, cuáles serían? 
If you were sent to live on a space station for three months and only allowed to bring three personal items with you, what would 
they be? 
7. ¿De pequeño quién fue su héroe y por qué? ¿Quién es su héroe ahora y por qué? (Puede ser un pariente o cualquier persona 
que le haya impactado su vida.)  
When you were in grade school who was your hero and why?  Who is your hero now and why? 
8. ¿Cuál es su cosa favorita hacer en el verano? 
What’s your favorite thing to do in the summer? 
9. ¿Cuál es su personaje de caricaturas favorito y por qué? 
What’s your favorite cartoon character, and why? 
10. ¿Qué hace en su tiempo libre?  
What do in your free time? 
11. ¿Si pudiese ir a cualquier lugar en el mundo, donde irá y por qué?  
If you could go anywhere in the world, where would you go and why? 
12. ¿Si ganase un millón de dólares, en qué lo gastaría? 
If you won $100,000, what would you spend it on? 
13. ¿Si pudiese hablar con cualquier persona en el mundo con quién hablase y qué le preguntaría? 
If you could talk to anyone in the world, who would it be and what would you ask them? 
14. ¿Si pudiese tener cualquier pregunta contestada, cuál sería? 
If you could have any question answered, what would it be? 
15. ¿Si pudiese conseguir el trabajo de sus sueños en 5 años cuál sería? 
If you could do your dream job 10 years from now, what would it be? 



 

 

 

 In your recording you should introduce yourself and present your native Spanish speaker.  Tell us 
where they are from and how it is that you know them. 

 You should record (audio or video) your conversation and upload it to the google drive of our class.  

o Login to google drive 

 username:   trujillounderhill 

 password:   trujillounderhill2017 

o Go to Google Drive  

o Click “New” and make a folder with your name 

o Upload your recording to that folder 
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